
LATEST NEWS OF THE WORL.D BY TELEGRAPH AND CABL^IH

The British Make Two Successful
Sorties Near Ladysmlth.

RUMORS OF 'FIGHTING

In Hie Vicinity of NalintK XoK niiililii
Ibo I>lrecllou or KHultcrly llrlls

tali, I'rccoilcd by Armored 'I'mIn.
Aiivitiioo on C'oloaburRf . Sirimif
llocr 1'nrco I'rots ilio i'uzelit HI vor

to Attai n Ilrliihli Kscourt Column.

London, Dee. 0..A special dispatch
from rreloria, dated Friday, Decem¬
ber 8th, says 2,000 British troops, pre¬
ceded by an armored train, are ad¬
vancing- on Colesbtirg from NaatiWr
poort.

EARLY MORNING FIGHT.
Lorenze Marquez, Delngoa Ray, Dee.

9..A dispatch from Pretoria, dated
to-day, says:
"Reports have been received here ot

lighting early this morning in the
vicinity or Schnitz iNek, the British
attacking General OronJa. Fighting is
also reported to have occured In the
direction of Klmbcrley. It Is pre¬
sumed this is another sortie.
ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED.
Tlie Dutch-German ambulance corps

has been enthusiastically received, and
will be divided between Natal and
the Free Hinte frontier."'
BOER LAAGER DISCOVERED.
Cape Town, Thursday; Dev. 7..A

hundred men of the naval brigade pro¬
ceeded tu tiie front Ui-niglit'.
Jt Is known that the Boers have

cross-cut the ends of llielr Mauser bul¬
lets, thus producing an effect slmllai
to the dum du ms.
Halse and Warren and thirty men

left the camp at Curnnvon to-day nntl
when four miles but sighted u pair. 1 of
twelve Boers, who sought cover, Two
of the Boers were wounded. Halse as¬
certained that the Boors were In strong
force In a laager and retired te> hi*
base. This Is ihc first brush of Gene¬
ral Gatncre's forces, and th'y all e.igr
to follow it up.
SUCCESSFUL BRITISH SORTIE.
Boer Head Laager, Ladysmlth, Fil-

day, December 8..Tlie British troops'
made a sortie between l and J o'clock
in the morning. They crawled lip a re-
vine and .stormed and carried Loin-
bard's Kop, which was held by the
Boers, and on which were plai 1 a
Croueot gun and :i Howitzer. These
guns were destroyed with dynamite.
The British captured a Maxim gun and
then retired.
The Lancers, Huzzars und Guards

made a sortie west of Ladysmlth ntdaybreak under cover of a heavy ar¬
tillery (ire, which the Boers returned
briskly. The British afterwards re¬
turned to Ladysmlth. The Boer losses
are reported to have been slight.
A strong Burgher column has cross¬

ed the Tugela river nt Cölenzd with the
objcct.of attacking the British Estcourt
column.
Major Erasmus and Lieutenant Ma-

Ian will be tried by courlmnrtlal in con¬
nection with the loss of the gu-nsr.

S. A. L. CONSOLIDATION
INITIAL STEPS TAKEN YESTER¬

DAY RESULTED SATISFAC¬
TORILY.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Raleigh, N. C, Dec. 9..The Initial

steps providing for the unification 'of
the Seaboard Air Line system were
taken at the general meeting of the
stockholders of the Raleigh and Gaston
Railroad Company, held in Raleigh to¬
day. Resolutions were passed looking
to the early absorption by the Raleigh
and Gaston of the following roads:
The Raleigh and Augusta Air Line rail¬
road, the Durham and Northern rail¬
road, the Roanoke and Tar River rail¬
road, the Luulsburg railroad, the Pilts-
boro railroad, Hie Carolina Central rail¬
road, the Palmetto railroad, the Ches¬
terfield and Kcrshnw railroad, the
Georgia, Carolina und Northern rail¬
road, tho Logansvllle and Lawrcncc-
vlllc railroad and the Seaboard Air Line
Belt railroad and other allied lines.
The terms of acquisition are to be

arranged by the directors, who* are to
make their rcnort to an adjourned'meeting of the stockholders, to be held
in Raleigh on the 21st Instant. .

PRACTICALLY UNANIMOUS.
The proceedings of the meeting were

nlmodt unanimous, ninety-nine and
eight-tenths per cent, of the entire
stock voting In favor of the plan.
Among those present at to-day's meet¬
ing were President Williams, Vice-
Presldent and General Manager 'St.
John, Directors Hoffman' Middendorfer,
Blackford, Johnson and Stronach, Gen¬
eral Counsel Hon. Legh R. Watls and
Judge Cross, of the well-known lnw
firm of Cowen, Crops and Bond, of Bal¬
timore, counsel for the ConsolidationCommittee.

SITUATION SATISFACTORY.
Judge Crosö and Judge Watts both

express themselves as highly pleased
with the progress made to-day. Pres¬
ident Williams says that the situation
is extremely satisfactory, and that
tiierc Is nothing now that can material¬
ly Interfere with the consummation of
their plans for the operation as one
system of the eighteen separate rail¬
roads, which will constitute the Greater
Seaboard, whose lines will reach from
Washington.and Norfolk on tho north-
cast, to Jacksonville, Tampa, Tallahas¬
see, Montgomery and Atlanta in the
South and Southwest.

GERMANY'S.FOREIGN POLICY.

WIWj B13' disclosed ix THE
REICHSTAG TUESDAY.

(Copyrighted, 1S09, Associated Press.)
Berlin, Dec. 9..Next Tuesday will

be a great day In the Reichstag. The
budget debate will open and Count
Von Buelow will make a Cjall presenta¬
tion of the, orcsent status of Ger¬
many's foreign policy'. He will deal
particularly on Samoa and the Trans¬
vaal, and will fankly acknowledge
the high vftlue he attaches to the
fully established cordial understanding
between German, the United States
and Great tBritnln. He will also show
the absolute need of a powerful navy.The Reichstag will give Count Yon
P-uelow nattering evidence of i;s con¬
fidence. Tlie ensuing debate will be
most interesting.

A SERIOUS RUPTURE.
Information, which is considered

conclusive, shows that the abolition of
the. anti-coalation paragraph of the
political associations law has pro¬
duced a serious rupture between the
Emperor and the Government and the
Right and Conservative parties, who
now acknowledge they were foiled in
an attempt to oust Prince Hohenlohe.
Another interesting result Is that

Dr. Idlpuel who, until within a few
months, wielded the greatest Influence
within the cabinet, over the Emperor,
is now definitely disgraced, to the ex¬
tent that the Emperor declines to
confer personally with him.

FRIENDSHIP CEMENTED.
It Is probably not too much to say

that President McKinley'« message will
have a lasting effect In cementingAmerican-German friendship. A pro¬
nounced cordial and amicable tone to¬
ward the United States has become
general In the Qerman press. Count
Von Buelow's frank words to the Asso¬
ciated Pn>ss on the subject, have boon
since supplemented by similar uttcr-
nnccs which he has made to several
German papers, the most remarkable
bring in tho Ncufste Nachrichten, in
which he reviewed the traditional
friendly relations since Frederick trie
Great, dwelt on blood affinity and re¬
ciprocity «it" culture, spoke in praise of
the United States attitude in settlingthe Samoa trouble, In permitting cable
laying und in the conclusion of a par¬cels posl treaty, congratulated the two
countries on Hie removal of the friction
growing out of the trouble with the In¬
surance companies and expressed thehope that tlie remaining commercial
differences would bo settled through
mutual good will.

BERLIN UNIVERSITY.
Tlie Berlin University shows 6.47S en¬

rolled- students, besides 4.4S3 auditors,120 en rolled Americans and 400 femaleauditors.
The Emperor Is now causing the ercc-

lion of n high Iron fence behind monu¬
ments in tiie Sieges Alle, to protectthem from mutilation.

CREAT RACE ENDED.

A "WEEK OF NERVE-WRECK I NO,
RECORD BREAKING.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Ne w Vorl-. Dec. 9.Charles W. Miller,

of Chicago, the long dlsldncc champion
rider of tlie world, and Frank Waller,the'Dutchman, wem the six day bicycle
race which bejjan at midnight last Sun¬
day tit Madison Seiuare Garden. They
finished at 10 o'clock to-night first by
two laus, with 2,733 2-.ri miles to their
ereuu. Otto Maya, of Erie, Pa., and
Archie MeEeachorn, tho Canadian, were
.second. The team scores were:
Miller-Waller, 2,733.4; Maya-McE.ich-

ern, 2,733.2; Gimm-Pierce. 2,733.1; Fisch¬
er-Chevalier, 2,732.9; Stevens-Turville,
2,732.7; ]inbcock-Stiiison, 2,732.2; Schin-
cer-Forster, 2,405.5.
Robert Walthout, the plucky littleGeorgian, wlio.se team partner, JayEaton, dropped out of the contest

Tuesday, won the first prize for thehighest individual score, having rid¬
den 1,402 4-5 miles. He has been do¬
ing some wonderful riding in Hie last
four days.
The individual scores, as given out

to-night, Were as follows:' Walthout,1,402. S: Turvllle, 1.397.9; Waller,1.3S5.2; Stlnson, 1,370.8; Pierce, 1,379.3;
Fischer, 1.373.7; McEnchern, 1,369.5;
Maya-, 1.363.7: Chevalller, 1.359.2;
Glinrii, 1,353.8; Bnbcock, 1,352.4; Miller,
1,318.2; Stevens, 1,334.8; Förster,
1,233.5; Schinecr, 1,231.9; Aronson,1,005.8.
For their week of nerve-wrecking,

record-breaking tiding, Miller and Wal¬
ler, exclusive of Individual prizes, will
receive SI,000; Maya and McEachern,
$700; Glmm and Pierce, ?100, and the
others. $300, $200 and $100.
Waithour will receive $500 for the in¬

dividual championship.
Tlie scene at the Garden at 10 o'clock

to-night was exciting when the win¬
ners swept over the line, ending one oi
tho most sensational contests of its
kind ever given in this country. Ten
thousand people saw the finish.
After'the race the seventeen prize

.winners w. r.- paraded about the track.
Bobby WalthOHf, the individual prizewinner, who finished riding at 7:44, also
paraded, and to him the crowd gave its
heartiest welcome.

GEORGIA FAVORS.

ELECTION OF SENATORS BY THE
PICOPLE.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 9..The lower

house of the State Legislature to-day
adtipteel a resolution memorializing
Georgia's Representatives in Con¬
gress to vote for and use their best
efforts to secure the passage of Sen¬
ator Clay's bill, calling for a consti¬
tutional amendment providing for theelection of United States Senators bythe people.
Tliene was no dls9-mt(.ng vote.

Denies jurisdiction of Investiga¬
ting Committee of the House.

FIRST WITNESS HEARD

IMali'N niiisri'Castiinii Concedes the lijc-
iMon'co of ltccoril Wtiorelu He

1'lcnilRil Utility in 1889 Cutler the
ttio i:dmiinilM-l'iic|icr I.uw, Hut

f>onlm Tlliit Hfl I» n I'olyguiiiim-
Commtttoo .liny so to Utnb.

(By Telegraph to Vlrginlan-PIlot.)
Washington, D. C, Dec. 9..The con¬

sideration of the case of Mr. Roberts, of
Utah, was resumed nt 10 o'clock this
morning by the House Investigating
Committee, Mr. Roberts being present
to plead to certain specific Interrogato¬
ries which had been framed- The pro¬
ceedings continued to be behind closed
doors. Mr. Roberts was first asked if
he conceded the existence of the court
record wherein he pleaded guilty In
1SS0 under the Edmunds-Tucker law.
This he conceded. He was next asked
whether about 1SS3 or since 1890 he had
married plural wives and had lived in
polygamous relations In violation of
law.
ROBERTS ENTERS DEMURRER,
To tho whole of this charge Roberts

pleaded not guilty, and then demurred

is now maintaining the status of hus-
bnnd toward her; that during all of
these times he had living a lawful wife,
Louisa Smith Roberts, who also has
borne him children.

A SUGGESTION.
It is understood that the opposition to
obfcrts has suggested that the wives
Rh whom he Is alleged to hnvo main¬

tained polygamous relations be sum¬
moned us witnesses. The first wife, it
is said, would be exempt from testify¬
ing against her husband, as she has' a
legal status as wife, but this exemp¬
tion would not extend beyond the first
wife.
A sub-committee, consisting of

Messrs. Morris. Ltttlefield and Mlers.
has been appointed to get up forms of
subpoenas, etc., in connection with the
summoning of witnesses.

MAY GO TO UTAH.
The public benrlng went over until

Tuesday morning at 10 o'clock and the
committee held a private session.
Mr. Tayler said after the executive,

session that the committee was consid¬
ering whether it should go to Utah or
ha\;e the witnes.-es come here, and that
no decision had been reached.

KENTUCKY CONTEST ENDED.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE GETS
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Frankfort, Ky., Dec. 9..At*9:45 thfs

niDi ning the election certificate of "Wil¬
liam S. Taylor was signed by the Elec¬
tion Commissioners, and he was declar¬
ed to be Governor-elect of Kentucky.
The olllclal figures of the vote tiled
with Secretary of Stnte Flnley are:
Taylor. 193,711; Goobel, 191,331. Taylor's
plurality, 2,383.
The operation, which ended for the

time being at least the bitterly fought
gubernatorial contest, was conducted in
the simplest manner. The majority
opinion of Commissioners Pryor and
Fills and the minority opinion of Com¬
missioner Poyntz, which were publish-

to the jurisdiction of Hie committee for
tho following reasons:
First.On the ground of violation of

constitutional rights. In that It attempt¬
ed to try him for a crime without pre¬
sentment of indictment hy grand jury,
and without trial before a Jury and due
process of law.
Second.That it was nn attempt to

deprive him of hia vested property
that he held in the emoluments of an
oilice for the full term.
Third.-That the only evidence that

could be rightfully considered in the
committee was a court record establish¬
ing the guilt, confessed or proven, of
the Representative-elect, and that the
committee has no right to consider any
other evidence..
Fourth.That the crime alleged,

namely, that of unlawful relations with
women, even if proven, would not con-
stitutc a"sufliciont crime to bar a mem¬
ber or deprive him of his seat, because
innocence of polygamy or the relations
alleged are nowhere enumerated in the
constitution as a qualification for the
ofllce of member of Congress, nor Is it
named in any United Slates law appli¬
cable to Utah or any other States.

ARGUES HIS OWN CASE.
Mr. Roberts argued tbese points for

nearly two hours, referring to law
books and answering queries. It was a
legal controversy throughout, the facts
not being gone Into at length. Mr.
Roberts concluded by asking that his
prima facie right to a seat be at once
considered, ns tho present status denied
to a sovereign State representation in
the House at a time when injurious
legislation affecting that State mighttake place.

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING.
The first of the public hearings In the

case began at 2 o'ol&k. At that hour
the committee room was crowded with
members, representatives of the press
and n-delegation representing the Gen¬
tile element of Utah. Mr. Roberts sat
at the foot of the long committee table,with documents piled up before him.
His secretary was near at hand, bring¬
ing him books and other data of refer¬
ence.
WITNESSES AGAINST ROBERTS.
Chairman Taylor announced that per¬

sons who had participated in framing
tho charges were present, and he asked
that they be heard.
Mr.,A. T. Schroeder. one of the Gen¬

tile delegation from Utah, said it could
be established that Mr. Roberts had
maintained, and Is now maintaining,
the status of a polygamtst! that In 13S9
he pleaded guilty of unlawul relations
with a woman, and had since that time
continued In that relation. Specifically,
Mr. Schnieder said It could be estab¬
lished that there had recently been born
children to his polygamous wives,
among I Item being twins born to Cella:
Dibble Roberts, the reputed second wife
of the Congressmnn-eloet. These chil¬
dren were reported to be born, he said,
August 11,' lSftT, and, until this morning,
he had understood were acknowledged
by Roberts as his. It could also be
shown that he nas-been holding nut Dr.
Maggie Shlpp Roberts as a wife, and

ed tids morning, w^re not read, as was
the original intentiorr. Certificates will
be issued to the elected men at once
by Governor Bradley.

GAME TO THE LAST.
Mr. Gocbel was apparently In the best

of humor after being told that Mr. Tay-
lor'e certificate had been signed. He
laughed and shook his head when ask¬
ed it" he had anything to say.
"Not a thing; I am not talking."
"When will you malte a contest?"
"I have not decided yet; and I. of

course, cannot discuss when I do not
know it myself."
The defeated candidate was game to

the last, and if there was any ill-humor
In him nobody knew it but himself.

TAYLOR IS RETICENT.
Mr. Taylor was.modest and reticent

as usual.
"I expected it. of course," he snid. "I

knew that if the commissioners went
by the law and the evidence they could
do nothing else than decide the way
they have done."

RECIPROCITY TREATIES.

BETWEEN AMERICA AND FRANCE
AND AMERICA AND ENGLAND
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dec. 9..Tlie reciprocity

treaties negotiated between the United
States and France and between the
United States and Great Britain during
the past summer, the terms of which
have been carefully guarded, have at
last been printed. They were trans¬
mitted to the Senate on Tuesday, and
will bo taken up for consideration by
the Senate Committee on Foreign Re¬
lations at the first meeting of that
committee, which will probably be held
next Wednesday.
The treaty with Great.Britain covers

the dependencies of Jamaica, Bermuda,
Barbndoes, British Gulnia and Turks
and Calcos islands.
The French convention is made ap¬

plicable to Algiers and Its products as
it is to France and its products. The
general terms of all the treaties are
practically the same, the stipulation
being in most cases that,' "In case either
of the contracting parties shall, during
tho continuance of this convention, In¬
crease the duties upon the Importation
of merchandise, the increase shall bo
without discrimination or prejudice
against the products of the other."
The British treaties provide for the

admission to this country of cane su¬

gar nnd molasses from Jamaica, Bar¬
bndoes and Guinla at a reduction of
121/! per cent. Jamaica; Bermuda, Bar-
badoes and Guin'a admit free of duty
cotton seed producta front the United
States; Jamaica admits cotton seed oil
and cotton cloths at a reduced duty;
Bermuda. Barbad .es and Guinla almit
cotton seed oil and oil cake free of
duty. Sponges and sisal grass «mported
from Turks Island and Cnlcos are ad¬
mitted to the United States nt a re¬
duction of 12Vi per cent, of duty,

, I -. -.'-¦. ».

Inmates of Lee Camp Say They Are
Treated Like Paupers.

AFTER WIFE BEATERS

twoNi'iiÄldr» «lM.it.tctl to Kamins n

Uttttlcslilp fur Vlrglnlti Oyster
Itcu will not bo I.cnactl.Hr.
WUItebend Win OITcr Ulli to I'nu.
lull Wiro Hörnern Will» the I.uslt,

(Special lo VIrglnldn-Pilot.)
Richmond. Va., Dec. 9..The session

of tho |\vo Houses of the Legislature
to-day developed no spicy debates, but
a petition was presented in the Senate
which bids fair to start an Investiga¬
tion, unless there la to be nothing of
that nature Indulged In, as seemed to
be indicated by the refusal of the cau¬
cus a few nights ugo to look into the
record of the Superintendent of the
Penitentiary.
The matter In hand is a petition

.signed by numerous veterans of Lee
Camp Soldiers" Home.
These veterans complain that they

are being '.farmed out" by the Com¬
monwealth, Inasmuch as R. 13. Lee
Camp, of Richmond, Is given entire
charge over them- They urge the Leg¬islature to make an Investigation of
their condition und their treatment.
The veterans complain of the manner
In which their food Is served, but not
as to the quantity. They state they arc
treated not as men, who have been
heroes In battle, but as common pau¬
pers.
While the petition Is not very clear

as to what tltcse veterans desire to be
done, It seems that they wish the Leg¬islature to take the Soldiers' Home out
of the control of Lee Camp atid to
make It a State Institution.
Senator Ooie asked that the resolu¬

tion lie on the table until Monday,when he would offer a resolution pro¬viding for a special committee to in¬
vestigate the charges of these veterans.
The management of Lee Camp de¬

clare that the complaints of the vet¬
erans have no foundation in fact. They,have no objection to an investigation,they say, at any time.

BATTLESHIP VIRGINIA.
A somewhat .interesting discussion

began when a joint resolution came
over from the House calling upon Pres¬ident McKinley to name tho next first-
class battleship for which tin appropri¬
ation is made "Virginia."
Senator Barksdalc, of Halifax, at

once took tho floor In opposition to the
resolution. lie declared that he, for
one. wanted no battleship named after
the Mother of State;; and Statesmen,
which the President might at any time
send to take away the lives and liber¬
ties of a struggling people.
Such a request from the Legislature

of Virginia, he held, would be. construed
as an endorsement of McKinley'« im¬
perialistic policy.
Other Senators spoke in favor of tho

resolution, and when a vote was taken
only Senators Barksdalc, Bland and
Massle were found opposing It.
-OTHER MEASURES.-
A bill wns Introduced by Senator

Barksdalc to malte telegraph companies
common carriers.
Senator Foster, of Norfolk, presented

a measure, which was referred,-to al¬
low the Norfolk and Southern railroad
to consolidate with the Virginia Beach
road.

TELEGRAPH COM PANIKS.
Senator Barksdalc further presented

a bill "to define and declare What shall
constitute a telephone, telegraph and
express company, to provide a method
for the determination of the value of
that property within this State for the
purpose of taxation, and to make it
penal for the companies or their agents
to refuse to furnish the Information
within their possession required by the
terms of this act."
This la practically the same bill that

was Introduced and passed In the House
by Mr. Saundofs lost session. It pro¬
vides for the taxing of telegraph and
telephone companies, on the basis of the
mileage in the United States.
SENATORS FOSTER ATTACKS.
Judge Mann, of Not toway, offered a

joint resolution, providing that a com¬
mittee of live lawyers of the House and
three of the Senate be appointed to con-
eider all bills from the standing com¬
mittees and to pass on their constitu¬
tionality.
Senator Foster attacked the resolu¬

tion, and it went over until Monday.
Senator Flood Introduced a bill

amending sections 3193 and 3196, of the
Code, relating to the disbarring of law¬
yers on proof thut he has been convict¬
ed of a felony, malpractice or any cor¬
rupt unprofessional conduct.
The Senate, In executive session, con¬

firmed the appointments of P. W. Nel¬
son, of Albetnarle, and Thomas B.
Ivane, of Mathews, for Superintendent
of Schools.

"LANDGRABBERS' " LAW.
In the House a number Of b'Us wero

introduced, none of them, however, of
more than local Interest, except one
offered by Mr. Powell, to amend the
"l.ind grabbers' " law.
Tito body directed that one thousand

copies of the report of the Board of
Fisheries ba printed.

MIL LYONS LOSES.
Mr. Lyons, of Norfolk, moved that

the clerk be Insiztjptcd to have House
bills primed at ttto earliest moment af¬
ter their Introduction by members.-Tho
idea, as developed in tho discussion
that ensued, was to aid members in In¬
telligent action on the various meas¬
ures proposed. Tho iv.o'.ioä'-contempluU

.«1 tho printing of a sufficient number
of copies for distribution among all the!
members. Several members, among
them Air. Ryan, Mr. Powell and Mr.
Cardwell, opposed the m»tlon.
Mr. Shelton, of Louisa, favored the

printing of the bills, provided It would
not entail too great an expense on the
State, in his argument ho declared hla
belief that the land-grabbers' act, to
which he was evidently opposed, pre¬
vailed largely because of Ignorance of
the members as to the exact provisions
o! the bill.
The motion, however, was lost on

vote.
INSANE ASYLUMS.

Mr. Hubard, of Buckingham, offered
a concurrent resolution providing for
the appointment of a joint committee,
composed of three Senators and four
Delegates, to investigate and report on
the crowded condition of the insane
asylums, it was referred to tho Com¬
mittee on Asylums and Trlsons.
This matter la regarded as one of

great importance, and will doubtless be
acted upon promptly,

TO MERGE OFFICES.
Delegate E. C. Felkes Is making a

big light to prevent the merging of tho
position of Register of the Land Office
with that of the Secretary of the Com¬
monwealth.
Mr. Felkes is fully convinced that

there will be no saving to the State
by tho proposed change. He said to¬
day ho was convinced that many other
members of the Legislature were begin¬
ning to see tho matter In the same
light. Mr. Folkoa is positive now that
the office will not bo abolished.

VIRGINIA OYSTER BEDS.
There la no prospect of a bill being

passed to le.tse tho Virginia, oyster beds
to foreign people. The old members of
the Legislature, as a rule, and mosl of
the new Ones, who have become ac¬
quainted with the subject, are well
pleased with the report made by tho
State Board of Fisheries. The act
passed creating this commission will
be amended In some of the minor par¬
ticulars, but no material changes will
be made.

It is probable that provisions will be
made for a State Purveyor of Oyöler
Grounds. Chairman Mathcws, of the
House Committee on Chesapeake and
Its Tributaries, is heartily In favor of
the creation of this olllco. 'He thlnkd It
very essential for the grounds to be
surveyed and plats made. Mr. Mathcws
thinks that the revenues from the
oyster Industry during the next fiscal
year will be double that of the last,
provided the commission is permitted to
carry on the work already mapped out.

AFTER WIFE BEATERS.
Delegate John Whitehend, of Norfolk;

will introduce in the House Monday a
bill which will excite the liveliest in¬
terest. The bill, which provides for the
.punishment of wife-beaters 'by whip¬
ping, with a speciiled number of lashes,
wjll be prepared by Major Parks, of
Page,'and will be supported by Dele¬
gates Pilcher, of Fauqulor; Feather-
stone, of Campbell, and other loaders.
Mr. Whltehead said to-day that ho

had long seen the necessity of such a
law. At present there is nothing for
a Judge to do but to semi the wife
becter to Jail In default of ids line, and
this results In the wife spending hours
of hard work sewing or something else
In order to get her husband fr^o again!
Ho believes the bill will become a law.
DELEGATE NEWBERNE'S BILL.
Delegate Newberne, of Norfolk coun¬

ty, whose bill designed to abolish the
practice of hazing has argused, the
Blacksburg cadets to protest, Is not in¬
clined to discuss the resolution adopt¬
ed by the Bludonts in answer to the
charge that one of the cadets had been
hazed at the Institution. Mr. Newberne
says ho h:ts no desire to enter Into a
controversy, but added that it occasion
required, he cbul.i ihiike a very full and
complete reply to the students. Ho does
not for an instant believe that young
Pace, of Portsmouth, was not hazed;
he bus the word of the hoy's father, as
well ns that of the young man him¬
self, to back him at the outset, besides
other Information bearing on the case.
RAILWAY CHARTER DESIRED.
A charter will be asked at this ses¬

sion of the Legislature for a short line
of nailway front SmithvlUc, Charlotte
county, to either Kcysvllle, ten miles
away, or Drake's Branch, five miles
distant. At both po!nrs tho road would
connect with the Soulhern railway sys¬
tem. It is understood that Northern
capl nl has b^nt Interested by Charlotte
county men, who have been working upsentiment in favor cf a county sub¬
scription to tho stock of the proposed
company.

TISSUE BALLOTS.
KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS

DECLARES THEM ILLEGAL
(By Telegraph to Virginlan-Pllot.)

Frankfort, Ky., Dec. 0..At to-day's
session of the Court of Appeals the
tissue ballot case from Ohio county was
decided and was concurred In by four
of the seven Judges. The court held
that all ballots should be printed on'
white paper sufficiently thick that the
printing cannot be distinguished from
the back, and If ballots are used at an
election which do not substantially
comply with tho law, the election Is not
conducted as required by law and is
invalid.
The opinion of the court Is too late

to affect the decision of the State Elec¬
tion Commission, but sets a precedent
for tho State Contest Board.

MORE FOREIGN TERRITORY.
UNITED STATES MAY BUY DANISH

WEST INDIES.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dec. 9..The Post will

say to-morrow:
The Danish government has made an¬

other effort to seli the Danish West
Indies to tho United States. The pror
position was laid before the State De¬
partment by a representative of tho
Danish Government, and the matter 13
now under consideration. Tho Ameri¬
can Embassy In London Is asslfitlng In
tho negotiations. The price aoketl for
tho islands. 13 $3,000,000. r

Gregi

HE

(Ity Telegraph;; to yirßiniatj-a
Manila; Dec.;-;9..0: iä;pr^

nuldo's bodytrmu-d, ) khjec
Peyton C. -.MaveU's battailon¥
Ti-irty-thtrd- Trifaiitry In ;a\:fi'g;
teen m Uea.:nbHhw est- of'-, Gervais
ccmber,3d'. 'According to- re^^t.
General Young Qbta!ried;'jr^ffi^
Spanish'; prSsonc-rar- '.at Vigatiy'?!
days agol/Mrijoc March¦ ioft.rthoJn
w hero he Svas'' pursuing Aguthaldt.
encountered,': General Del Pllar.i't
fortified 'trait. They fought;;.^
hcurs, duringatMen iiine..seven
pinos were.-killed. ;Vor;; wuuufl^
American, loss .iwas': one>vnt\a^^^M
six wounded: T'lie"Spanftiräs^^Sgj
Major March is sttU'.pursuing
surgentö,

a clever youth.
Del Plkir\was;on9- oC -thöi;l&ctti _

the present 'and. of tho anti-Sbai
revolution, .HOr rjyas a mere yciutl
was reported 'to have graduated;;
European "U/nlyersity.- 'Pröfe's'so'^.ßb^
man met'bim as'-'.b. ?memb erVof;-.UtfelJ
puttee comihlssloii,-and rat'c^'him{5 "

marknbly cleveri y
- 'GH1< CTR^
The Americana, ha^^nu^aa

cued, provlnca '¦'" o£';[ AbroJr .vt
G rant's-"/expeditiön.;'- has^v'lsi^*j|^
ami .several; western'--'town^C'l^nY*?*
small ban da! Ha: kl lie dr; s'averklf-M
rebels-;: and' ^apVu
iiuantltV-.ol''mülü4loM-'ofVwm^"

..miBISHOP POT'Pfelt AlUUVI3%->£
Hi shop IIoury.: cl' Potter': ,of ^Ntfy

York, hasarrived'here. on a brief.^SalJ
to study,the;'Philippine^.'-

otis' official REPOPvT^ ';-
Washington, "Dec,^ !». .TittJ', War '>-De*

pa ri ment-, liaa /receded 'tho'. foilowlnfii
from Geriei;al;iQttt;>
"Dispatch:!£fQm^»ns'\»i!l'4y|*ö,!lterday enys eecarjBd.i.^pa^

report lour, hours'. engageJCÜ-6$e!?di'!iistunt betweeh'hiajti^OgSia^fedo's guard- tiea^^^%j$t^P&soinheast Of<VUsrap, wIth^tiä
enemy, wh_o'}9;pe.irig'-ptir.siiCjd; Wi
one killed, ßlx v.'Oitnded.;-'l'ulia'
own accord, join-tioobs'ire'
and carryihgfsub»ipi9iic>.\,
"Have 2ushe>a" columriVic

south öf.B'ahgued; -TIov^s^MMg
roar trail; Batchelor'tt .lutUfflS^Bty-fourth.tottifjpc.ifer'-'1bong, evidently- des..
lives '.rep.'öTt^flghtifig-,occurred^ «
miles north. V'Nayy.Vi^ifehes ¦' Apay;
morro^j'column ofiM^'cSSttiu121"'.r\v.-n!:y-fiftj1Vi'Inf^it'^^^öS'
Ibra, west coast^ai^a)|ak#a
umn near Sdbfg Bay^:^^ti(&^
ea n province.. to'-(Ta'y:».^Wi^>r
troops to -,overcomV*M*j?<&J
scatter-enemy,",
it i94.mö^i^i^it^^smengaget^ÄstbmlÖaa'i!'¦¦.¦or'

commapclose to

yarding,^revolt
volt ()C/:xmlnö^; w
rapid WfflSttHughefi^tfe

1
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